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Food For Thought:   

This Changes Everything 

 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  

Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many griefs.  ~ 1 Timothy 6:10 

We have all heard the old saying that “Money is the root of all 

evil”.  Even though we have heard it before, most of us probably don’t believe it.  

The truth is that money has always had a very divisive influence in our lives. 

Strange that it is a subject that we rarely talk about.  We tend to keep our 

money matters secret because we worry that being candid and transparent 

about our finances  will somehow expose us to judgment or ridicule – or 

worse, to accusations of greed or immorality. 
 

Although we would like the world to believe that we are able to handle 

our own financial affairs, but the truth is probably quite the opposite.  Most of 

us don’t have a clue – we just get by. Never was that made clearer to me 

than during these past few weeks attending Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 

University’s course on how to handle money the Biblical way. 
 

To say that the course opened my eyes on financial matters would be 

quite an understatement.  There is an age-old adage that says that, “the 

only constant in life is change—sometimes for the better, sometimes not 

and with every one of those changes, there is an opportunity to learn.” 

Although I consider myself to be pretty financial savvy, I came away from 

every session with new thoughts about the ways I have handled money in 

the past.  This, as Dave said, changed everything. 
 

I’ve attended seminars, read the right books, even subscribed to financial 

magazines, but I never thought that I would find my best advice on money 

matters from the Bible. 
 

I never realized it, but if you open the pages of any magazine and note 

what is being advertised, you will find ads for luxury cars, sports cars, digital 

TVs, computers that fit in the palm of your hand, thousand-dollar suits, and 

a myriad number of other expensive item that you just have to have.  Most 

people it seems, have a possession obsession. 
 

As Dave said, “We are crazy! We spend money we don’t have to 

buy things that we don’t need to impress people that we don’t know or 

like!”  This obsession with getting more and more is what the Bible warns against. 
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People think if they just had a little more money and few more possessions 

that it would make them happy –Paul cautioned us about that trap.  So why is 

it then that the highest divorce and suicide rates are among the most affluent 

in our society? If money can buy happiness, as the world view would lead us to 

believe, then why are the people who have money - the movie stars, rock stars, 

and professional athletes - the largest group of people whose lives are so 

messed up? 

 

There is nothing inherently wrong with wanting new, hip clothes, state- 

of-the art electronics, or the finer things in life. We just have to watch out 

that our obsessions with material goods doesn’t become a source of false 

security or pride. 

 

Our whole culture now is built on the premise that we need more money 

and more stuff to feel happy and secure. I’ve heard it said that, “Public storage 

is the poster child for what’s wrong with America.” We have too much stuff! 

We have bought into the myths fabricated by Wall Street and Madison Avenue 

that more stuff equals more happiness.”  And that is totally opposite of the 

truth, and the opposite of what it says in The Bible.” 

 

I read an article about Peter Gandrich, author of Confessions of a Wall Street 

Whiz Kid, that stated that “he got his financial guidance from the Bible,” Grandich, 

who says his years as a highly successful Wall Street stockbroker left him 

spiritually depleted and clinically depressed, said that the Bible is an excellent 

financial adviser, whether or not you’re religious.” He added that there are 

more than 800 passages that mention money.  The message is clear: Nowhere 

in Scripture is debt viewed in a positive way.” 

 

I have heard many sermons, but my favorites are those where the Pastors’ 

try to talk about money matters.  One of my favorites I heard years back from 

a Methodist minister who shouted from the pulpit that it was “fact” that the 

Bible talks about “money” more than anything else.  Usually when I hear 

statements like this from a minister or preacher, there is a number associated with 

it – somewhere between 800 and 2,000 times.  That number seems to vary 

depending on how important the point is that the speaker needs to make or how 

much money he is trying to collect. But the underlying point is quite clear - God 

thinks that how we handle money is a very important issue. 
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We have been taught to love money, need money, want money, and sometimes 

we will do almost anything to get it.  Money is the biggest complicating factor in 

life and it rears it ugly head in every decision we make. 

 

How powerful is its pull?  Hold up a fistful of dollars – the bigger the bills the 

better.  Instantly, you can mesmerize the people you show them to.  Dave has 

done it several times in his videos. Several times he pulled out a wad of $100.00 

bills and when he did, you could almost feel every eye in the house fixated on all 

that money. It was almost as if they we expecting him to give them just one of 

the bills. 

 

If you look at them closely, those bills are just paper and ink. That’s all. By 

themselves, they are neither good nor evil. It’s what we do with them that matters. 

But it is interesting that we will lie, fight, steal and even kill to get our hands on 

some quick cash. In fact, we will do almost anything for a chance to get rich. 

That’s the awesome power of money. 

 

If you think that this is something new, think again.  Take a look at the 

Book of James.  He basically says, what’s the point of hording money and 

possessions? You can’t keep it anyway.  We are all going to die someday 

and someone else will get your money.  And he is right – I never saw a U-Haul 

trailer hitched to a coffin. 

 

We have worked so hard for that “nest egg” that will protect us later in 

life, we built empires, bought our Mac-mansions,  a second car and then a 

third, and to others, we have all the outward signs of financial success. 

 

Then one day you feel a pain in your chest. And then . . . 

Visitation Friday night 5-8 PM. 

Funeral service at 10 AM Saturday. 

Followed by a graveside service. 

Followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

“He looked so natural.” 

“He just had a checkup.” 

“He kept himself in good shape.” 

 

“Plus he had all that money.” 

 

Pause over that last statement - he “had” all that money. I used the 

past tense because he doesn’t have it now. Someone else has it now. 
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Maybe it’s his kids, his wife, his business partners, his creditors, maybe it is 

his enemies.  Or, maybe the hospital bills wiped him out. In any case, his 

fortune died with him.  It is now someone else’s. 

 

Remember Frank Gandrich?  His most important rule of finance was that 

“God owns everything.”  He doesn’t own anything.  The same is true of 

us – we may have bought that house or that fancy car, but God gave us 

the money and the ability to earn it, so it’s His.  Never lose sight of that 

thought. 

 

I believe that the ultimate test of our success in life is not how much 

wealth and possessions we can amass.  On the contrary, Jesus taught his 

followers to travel light, taking with them only what they would need for 

their journey. 

 

To help them travel light, Jesus taught His followers to give.  Interestingly, 

that is the same concept that Dave teaches in his final step of the course. 

Imagine what we Christians could do with our money of we had no debt?” 

How we could change the world! 

 

Yes there will always be rich and poor Christians.  There will be those who 

live in mansions and those who live in poverty just as some of the disciples 

bathed Jesus’ body with expensive oils and buried Him on prime real estate, 

while others simply shed tears on His feet because they had nothing else. 

 

God is adamant about this point. When we give to others out of our time, 

money, and resources.  Jesus says that we are giving to Him – not as if we 

are giving to Him, but in fact are giving to Him. 

 

And that, as they say will change everything. 

 

Just some Food For Thought 

 


